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the only opportunity to Telugu people of Rayalaseema to
buy goods not available in their immediate neighbourhood.

BAZAARS OR PET AS :

Next to Santalu, Bazaar or peta at a higher level
acted as bigger markets for products of ail kinds. Such petas
existed in larger towns of Rayalaseema namely Penukonda,
Gutti, Adavani, Chandragiri, Bukkapatnam, Dharmavarm, etc.
Such trading centres had what was known as Santapeta.
The capital of the empire namely Vijayanagara City was big
trading centre and a hub of commercial activities for
Rayalaseema as well as for Kamataka. Foreign travellers
have left a graphic picture of the Vijayanagara Bazaar in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. It appears that the
layout of a Bazaar in the capital city existed in a similar
way in other commercial centres of Rayalaseema.

Foreign travellers from Russia, Persia, Italy and
Portugal in the 15th Century have given an acccount of the
Bazaar in Vijayanagara13. According to Paes Min this cfty you
will ffnd men belong to every nation and peopte, because
of the great trade which it has"14.

TRADING COMMUNITIES :

Santalu, Peta, Santapeta and Bazaars were

13. F.E. Sewll: PP. SO. 88, 247, 248, 356
14. Ibid. P.